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acquired many of the estates belonging to the bishopric of
Hereford.1
The effect of the creation of a new class of landlords was
profound. While the influence of the old gentry was diminished,
their loss of power was compensated for by the influence of the
new landowners. In many instances-one set of landlords had
been substituted for another, but the net result was no great
loss of influence by the gentry. The situation has some parallels
with that created by the dissolution of the monasteries, when,
some say, a sixth of the land of England changed hands. Many
of the gentry who lost their lands wholly or in part during the
civil wars owed their possessions to their ancestors5 compliance
with Henry VIIFs imperious will. Even the cnew' gentry of
the Tudors had succeeded in re-establishing an influence that
was feudal in origin and patriarchal in character. On the other
hand the new landlords that came into being as a result of the
civil wars were generally merchants, or of middle-class stock,
and between them and their tenants there was no personal tie—
nothing except a cash nexus. To the old squire the manor and
those dependent upon it had been almost the 'be-all and the
end-all here', the subject of his constant care and major interest.
To the new-comer from the city the purchase of an estate meant
social prestige and political influence. Eager to enjoy the
privileges conferred by the ownership of land, he was often
negligent of the duties.
The contrast between the old and the new type of landowner
is the constant theme of several generations of writers who agree
in lamenting the change. It would be a bad mistake, however,
to assume that the new-comer to social life during 1640-60
was the first to incur the censure of the laudator temporis acti.
Certainly there were more new-comers and they represented
a more violent break with the past than was usually the case,
but that was all, for even in the sixteenth century there were
laments in the countryside that the old order was passing away,
One of the most outspoken comparisons between the old squire
and the new occurs in a ballad of about 1611-14, 'The Old
Courtier and the New Courtier'.2 The former was a bountiful
gentleman with a wife devoted to her household, a study full
of books, a hall hung with weapons, good cheer for all at
x See Military Memoir of Colonel Birch (1873)* PP- I54> I97~89 for some interesting
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